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PO Box 686


Baltimore, MD   21203-0686


Visit our websites:  www.BSFS.org and www.Balticon.org 

We are accepting late submissions for the sixth annual Balticon Sunday Night Short Film Festival, to be held at Balticon, the Maryland regional science fiction and fantasy convention, sponsored by the Baltimore Science Fiction Society (BSFS).  There is no film fest entry fee. The festival takes place annually on Sunday night of Memorial Day weekend at theBalticon convention hotel. This year’s festival is the Balticon 43 Sunday Night Short Film Festival (B43 SNSFF). Submissions on high resolution DVD should be sent via USPS, UPS, FedEx, etc. to:




Jonette Butler


B43 SNSFF


7214 Lasting Light Way

Columbia, MD   21045-5139
Alternatively, a hi res DivX file or a download link can be emailed along with scanned signed forms to jvrbutler@gmail.com.  
Please note: this is our safest, fastest delivery address. UPS, FedEx and DHL will not deliver to post office boxes. Hence we provide our festival coordinator’s address for delivery of film entries to insure availability of all modern delivery modalities. 
A.
The Film Entry (please PRINT or type all information) must be Region 1 NTSC stand DVD.
Film Title:



Running Time:

Year of completion:


Director’s name(s):


Is this your first film?
YES
NO
Enter film in competition?
YES
NO
This screening will be a:
World Premiere

U.S. Premiere

Maryland Premiere

Please list or attach information about previous festival screenings and/or awards:



Description or synopsis of film:



B.
Submitted By

Name:




Address:





City:






Daytime Phone (s):


Evening Phone(s):



Fax:



Film website:


Email 1:



Email 2:



Myspace or LiveJournal pages (film, filmmakers, stars):  

This application constitutes the agreement by the undersigned to all Balticon 43 rules.
Signature:  


Date:  

Print Name:
 

Signature:  


Date:  

Print Name: 

.
The Balticon 43 Sunday Night Short Film Festival final submission deadline is May 15, 2009. A list of accepted entries will be available on the BSFS website’s film festival page notified no later than May 21, 2008. Exhibition DVD formatted as a Region 1 NTSC standard must be received no later than May 18, 2008 unless other arrangements are made with the Festival Coordinator. All films must meet the theme requirement of being science fact, science fiction, fantasy, horror, animation and/or creatively interesting, in our opinion, to SF fans. Short subjects under 52 minutes in length are preferred, but all entry lengths will be considered for a screening.
We understand that many filmmakers dislike DVD format and prefer film but we prefer to use DVD, given the simplicity of the logistics during review and screening of DVD vs. film. We do not show material recorded on VHS due poor resolution on the 12-foot screen we use.
Films which, in our estimation, would be rated PG-13 or R will be shown towards the latter half of our program so that parents can scoot little ones off to bed before we show movies that may not be appropriate them. Trailers and films under 5 minutes which are not submitted for competition may be shown either between competitive entries or at the end of the competitive entry portion of the program, depending on logistical considerations. Films submitted which are not being entered into the competition may be shown at a special Friday night midnight screening, on Sunday night after the competitive entries, or on Monday morning following the screening of the festival winners. Balticon reserves the right to decline screening opportunities for any film that fails to meet minimal standards of technical proficiency or audience appeal.

Please attach a page with a couple of short paragraphs that you would like to appear in our program flyer. These might include writers’ or directors’ biographical information; anecdotes about the history or making of the film (avoiding Spoilers); information about upcoming projects and details on where your film can be purchased. We reserve the right to edit your promotional to fit available space.
We welcome photos or high-resolution jpeg images on disc as well as postcards, posters, press kits, cast lists, copies of reviews, along with any other material that would aid in our promotion efforts for the film. 
We are delighted to accept postcards, film photos, bookmarks, magnets, flyers, pins, toys and other promotional items. to include in our registration packets. Please bear in mind that this is a family event — promotional items intended for registration packets should be appropriate to ages 10 and up (that means no matchbooks, please). Materials to be included in registration packets should be a minimum of 1,800 pieces and must be in our hands not later than the Wednesday before Memorial Day weekend. Smaller quantities will certainly be accepted, but will be offered to film festival attendees only during the film festival.
A committee will view entries prior to the convention and rank them by audience appeal. Once they have ranked them, we will select from the highest rated as many as will fit in the Sunday Night viewing block. The actual showing will be by our judgment of the MPAA rating the film with G first then shorter alternating with longer films, so the audience will not know which film the judges preferred. Paper ballots and pencils will be distributed to the audience with instructions to rank films with the highest number for the best film. 
The prizes for winners of the B43SNSFF are rosette ribbons with the BSFS Dragon Logo and the words "2009 Best Live Action Film Balticon 43" and “2009 Best Animated Film Balticon 43", and will be presented to attending winners on Monday morning or shipped to non-attending winners some time in August. Those films accepted for the Sunday night audience judging will receive custom certificates designating them “Finalist — Balticon Sunday Night Short Film Festival.” Any filmmaker with a film showing at Balticon will receive two complimentary memberships for them, or their representatives, to attend the convention. Attending filmmakers names will be forwarded to our programming department and will, as appropriate, be offered the opportunity to participate on panels about film production and their work during the Balticon program schedule. Unfortunately, we cannot provide travel expenses or hotel accommodations for filmmakers to attend Balticon. You do not need to have a representative of your film at Balticon to participate in the festival showing or to win. 
Balticon and the Balticon 43 Sunday Night Short Film Festival are sponsored by the Baltimore Science Fiction Society a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization and all surplus funds from Balticon support Science Fiction related literacy projects in Maryland. BSFS (Balticon) is an all volunteer organization. 
If you have any other questions please check our web site at www.balticon.org or feel free to contact Jonette at jvrbutler@gmail.com or call her cell phone 410-206-3117 any time from 6:30 am to 11 pm, EDT. Please leave a message if there is no answer and expect a return call within 4 hours.
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